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adopt the law of the District of Columbia, and make that the law in 
Virginia which was not law before. 

The common sense view of insanity, is that of a diseased brain, in 
consequence of which a man's reason is dethroned. Whether it can 
be seen by a microscope or not, there must be some change in the 
substance of the brain. And this being so, the law says he is not 
responsible for his acts. But to say, that because, a man with a high 
temper gets ungovernably mad, he can kill and slay with impunity, 
and then come and say he could not control himself, and thus be ex- 
cused from punishment, is with all respect to courts or judges, or any- 
body else, that holds it, arrant nonsense. The effect of it would be. 
that if a man became not very mad, and killed some one, he would 
either be hung or sent to the penitentiary, but if he became really 
mad, he would be acquitted. If that were so, it might be well to have 
an uncontrollable temper. 

I believe our Court of Appeals has got too much sound common 
sense to ever take any such position, and that if it did, it would not 
be long, before the people of Virginia, would send a legislature to 
Richmond, who would make short work of any such doctrine. The 
truth of it is, that any such doctrine is but the result of hired expert 
evidence, that can always be gotten to prove that any one is crazy, 
if enough money is paid for it. Or it is the wild thought of doctors 
around lunatic asylums, who deal with crazy people so much, that 
they come to think that all people are insane except themselves. 

S. B. WHITEHEAD. 

Lovingston, Va. 
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Act of God. — J. F. Williams, a well-known citizen of Gastonia, 
had his leg broken while being baptized. He may sue the officiating 
minister. 



The Oldest Lawsuit. — The oldest lawsuit in the world is one in 
Spain, which has been in the courts 389 years, having been begun in 
1517. It concerns a pension, and has given fees to generations of 
lawyers. — American Lawyer. 



He Got the Girl. — Senator Beveridge was condemning a notoriously 
corrupt and notoriously plausible capitalist. 

"The man speaks well," said Senator Beveridge. "He promises 
much. If he acted as he talked he would be famous for his goodness. 
But, alas! he is like the German who nearly lost his daughter. 

"This German, with his daughter, was walking beside a deep stream 
on a summer afternoon when the young girl, slipping on a stone. 
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fell in. And she would have drowned but for the prompt bravery of 
a youth. He, slipping off coat and shoes, plunged in, and after four 
or five minutes of hard, work, brought the girl safe ashore. 

"The old German father was transported. 

"Noble-minded youth," said he, "we do, indeed, ow« you a debt of 
gratitude. A hundred thousand marks or my daughter's hand — 
choose! Which shall it be?" 

The youth, who was no less wise than brave, thought to himself 
that if he took the daughter he would some day get the money also, 
and accordingly, without a moment's hesitation, he made answer: 

"I choose your daughter." 

"A wise choice," said the old father. "I could not have given you 
the one hundred thousand marks, for I am only a poor cobbler; but 
you sh,all have the girl, and that gladly. Join hands, dear children, 
and receive my blessing." — American Lawyer. 



The Wise "Cop." — Seven hundred and ninety examination papers 
of would-be policemen are in the hands of the Chicago Merit Board. 
Here are some definitions: 

Homicide — "Leaving wife or children under sixteen without a 
home"; also a "person committing himself; also "to ruin a person's 
face." 

Perjury — "Unjustly defaming the character of another"; also "try- 
ing to beat the State law." 

Alibi — "An additional name to a person"; also "false oath." 

Gaming — "Killing game without a license"; also "making fun 1 of 
people.'' 

Felony — "A case in which a person may try to get what is unlaw- 
fully due to him, such as money." 

One writer was slightly hazy as to the duty of a policeman in 
caring for an injured man. When asked to "state the duty of an 
officer when he finds a person seriously injured as the result of an 
accident," he added tersely "arrest that person." 

"Carrying concealed weapons is a hold-up man," wrote another. 
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The Encyclopedic Digest of Virginia and West Virginia Reports, 
vol. 9. The Michie Company, Charlottesville, Va. 1907. 
The promise of the publishers to put this work completed into 
the hands of the profession in the spring or early summer of this 
year will be undoubtedly kept. Volume 9 is now in hand, and the 
three additional volumes necessary to complete the Digest are, we 
are informed, well under way. The present volume covers the sub- 



